@ t’s impossible not to notice
a Leonor shoe. Colorful
and modern, each pair
incorporates pieces of
brilliantly hued, layered
BY JENNY B. DAVIS PHOTOS BY ROSS HAILEY fabric and intricate stitch-

ing patterns. In fact, this eye-
' catching construction is the rea-
LEONOR SALAZAR'S son the company was started.,
ACCESSORY LINE PUTS It all began five years ago,

when Fort Worth-based business

A MODERN SPIN ON A woman Leonor Salazar bought a
TRADITIONAL CENTRAL pair of similarly made boots in

her native Colombia. Everywhere
A M E F\) | CA N C F\)A FT she wore them, from the airport
to charity events, people stopped
her to ask about them. What type
of fabric is that? Where did she
get them? And,

Find the Leonor line  1OSt notably,

at Milagros, 851 Foch how can I buy a
St., Fort Worth, pair?

817-332-1818 or “So I decided
wwwwearmolas.com. tg start the busi-

ness,” says Sala-
zar. She sketched a few shoe and
bag designs, located a factory in
Colombia that could produce
them and secured the Leonor
line’s signature fabrics.

Called molas, Leonor fabrics
are actually a reverse appliqué
handicraft made by Kuna Indian
women indigenous to the San Blas
Islands, an archipelago off the
coast of Panama. Each mola is
unique, and each is hand-sewn.
Salazar’s company works directly
with Kuna craftswomen to secure
custom pieces made in traditional
color combinations like magenta,
orange and green, along with
nontraditional black and white.

Then, says Salazar, “I put a
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little fashion into the molas.”
Salazar’s line, which grows
each season, includes shoes for
men, women and children.
There are wedge sandals,
pointy-toe flats, sandals, Mary
Janes, high-heeled booties,
moon boots and even cowboy
boots. Bags range from over-
size clutches to hobos inspired
by the satchels carried by Co-
lombian farmers, each one a
unique piece guaranteed to get
noticed. It is, says Salazar, “like
wearing a little piece of art.”
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